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Earth Day
milestone

STAYING SAFE

there’s no Flber
like stc F1ber

FOR RAMADAN

MANAMA: Guidelines to ensure safe-
ty during Ramadan were announced
yesterday by the Crown Prince.

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Depu-
ty Supreme Commander and First Deputy
Prime Minister, highlighted the measures as
he chaired a meeting of the Government Ex-
ecutive Committee, held remotely.

The Crown Prince asserted that safeguarding the
health of citizens and residents remains the king-
The success of Team Bahrain’s

dom’s top priority.

Bank ABC sets
up $10m fund

MANAMA: Bank ABC, Mid-
dle East and North Africa’s
(Mena) leading interna-
tional bank, has announced
the establishment of a $10
million fund to support the
fight against the coronavirus
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Responding to its social
responsibilities  call,  the
group including 1ts Bah-
rain-based operations ila
Bank, Arab Financial Ser-
vices and ABC Islamic
Bank, launched the fund to
collectively contribute $10m
to national initiatives across
its Mena network to ease the
impact of Covid-19.

This takes into account
significant  allocations  to-
wards national initiatives in
Bahrain, home to its head
office for 40 years.

Full report - Page 12

LEGAL ACTION URG

cfforts to con-
tain and eradi-
cate Covid-19
relies on the
whole commu-
nity  adhering
to public health
guidelines,” he said.

The Crown Prince noted the impor-
tance of Ramadan, adding that additional
precautionary guidelines will be issued
to preseive the health and safety of all
during the holy month

The preventive measures are:

® lfiar (breaking fast) will be limited
to small family gatherings

@ Refraining from organising and/or
attending majlises and ghabgas

@ Refraining from hosting public Ifiar
banquets, gargaoun and weda® gatherings

@ Avoiding public distribution of Ifiar
packages

'® Zakat Al Fitr kiosks will be replaced
with electronic platforms and applica-
tions for collection and distribution of
Zakat Al Fitr

However., the following enterprises
will continue to operate as normal:

® Hypermarkets, supermarkets, cold
stores, butchers, as well as stores that sell
vegetables, fish or meat;

® All forms of bakeries;

@ Petrol/gas stations:

® Hospitals, clinics, pharmacies and
opticians;

® Banks and money exchanges

® Factories and manufacturing enter-
prises;

® Administrative offices of enterpris:
es whose activities do not involve direct
interaction with customers;

@ Enterprises that export, import or
distribute goods;

( Restrict activities call - Page 3 )

® Automotive workshops and garag-
es, and shops that sell spare parts;

® Enterpriscs in the construction and
maintenance sector.

Effective from 7pm tomorrow until
May 7, the following decisions will be
implemented:

® Movie theatres, commercial sports
gymnasiums, fitness studios, swimming
pools and centres for recreational activi-
ties will remain closed.

® Sheesha cafes, and services offered
by these cafes, are limited to takeout and

66 new cases

MANAMA: Sixty-six new
cases of the coronavi-
rus were registered in
Bahrain yesterday.
This took the num-
ber of active cases to
1,182, two of which
remain in critical con-

dition.

Of the new cases, 20
were expatriate work-
ers, 20 were contacts
of active cases, five
were repatriated via
International Covid-19

Repatriation Pro-
gramme, and the rest
were unspecified.

Full report — Page 2

1

delivery of food only.

® Salons will remain closed

® Restaurants, tourist facilities and lo-
cations serving food will remain limited
to external orders and delivery services.

@ All non-essential medical services
provided by private health clinics remain
suspended.

@ The first hour of grocery store open-
ings remains dedicated to the clderly and
pregnant women.

® Public gatherings are to remain lim-
ited to five individuals or fewer. Individ-
uals are encouraged to stay at home as
much as possible, and only leave home
when necessary

® Face masks are to be wom by all cit-
izens and residents when in public.

® Commercial and industrial enter-
prises providing goods or services direct-
ly to customers are to be limited to online
sales and deliveries.

® Telecom service centres will pro-
vide services under necessary circum-
stances, while abiding by social distanc-
ing measures.

TO STOP FUNDS MISUSE - PAGE 5 ® MARKET CROWD ‘POSES T
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Bahrain this
morning =~

@ Holy month timings

MANAMA: Ministrics, government departments
and public establishments will work from

8am until 2pm during Ramadan. His Royal
Highness Prime Mimster Prince Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa yesterday 1ssued a circular,
specifying the timings

M Visit visas extended

MANAMA: Bahrain has extended visit visas
of expatriates currently in the country.
Public Security chief Lt Gen Tarig Al
Hassan said the decision was taken under
the directives of the Government Executive
Committee. The decision allows affected
visitors to extend their stay legitimately.

“A decision has been taken to cxtend the
visit visas for expatriates, due to the present
situation.™ he said.

“The person need not apply for the
extension and it will be done free of charge.
“This follows the directives of the
Government Executive Committee, lalung
into consideration the global situation.

M Bahrain’s efforts hailed

MAMAMA: Bahrain has helped contain
Covid-19 by using digital health solutions and
implementing a “robust medical response”,
according to a new report.

(lobal research and consultancy firm Oxford
Business Group, in its latest report yesterday,
has praised the various healthcare measures
taken by Bahrain to deal with the pandemic,
despite having the third-highest rate of
p&ipL_ﬂdlilm det

ity in the world
“Stringent screening and :lelng, procedures

have been implemented since the first local
case was reported on February 21, which was
followed by the closure of all educational
institutions four days later and all non-essential
businesses on March 26.”

said the report.
Full report = Page 4

M GCC growth to shrink
MANAMA: Growth in GCC countries is
projected to contract by 2.7 per cent this
wear, according to the latest assessment by
the International Monetary Fund (TMF). In
iits 2020 Regional Economic Outlook for the
Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia,
the IMF said oil-exporting countries like
Bahrain are hit by a double blow — of lower
global demand and lower oil prices — with
il exports expected to decline by more than
5250 billion across the region.

Full report - Page 11

M Traffic e-services move

MANAMA: The General Directorate of Traffic
yesterday announced that services through
post offices would be stopped from next
meonth as part of efforts to develop e-services.
Applications would be processed through
e-channels which include the government
portal, smartphone applications and Sadad
devices. Traffic services via post offices would
be limited to sending driving licences to the
addresses in the c-application.

- PAGE 7
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/84 coronavirus patients recover

MANAMA: Sixty-six new cases
of the coronavirus (Covid-19)
were registered in Bahrain yes-
terday.

This took the number of ac-
tive cases to 1,182, two of which
remain in critical condition. Of

ate workers, 20 were contacts of
active cases, five were repatri-
ated via International Covid-19
Repatriation Programme, and
the rest were unspecified.

Meanwhile, the total number
of recoveries rose to 784.

except for some with respiratory
inflammation,” said Covid-19
Task Force member Dr Jameela
Salman.

“Of the cases we had, many
were through family contacts
and hence it is |mponam lo limut

“The children who are n-
fected remain without compli-
cations and most of them have
recovered, under the regular
treatment protocol.”

Seven Bahrainis have died
due to the pandemic — all had

LocArL AND WoRLD REPORT

FOCUS ON BREAKING NEWS THIS MORNING IN BAHRAIN AND ACROSS THE GLOBE

Relocated workers
‘not Covid infected’

MIGRANT workers relocated from their labour camps to govern-
ment-run shelters are not infected with Covid-19, assured a top
official.

Interior Ministry's Public Security chief Lieutenant General Tariq
Al Hassan said locations to relocate the migrant workers have been
carefully selected.

He said a survey was conducted to find out areas with a high
density of expat population.

Lt Gen Al Hassan was speaking during a virtual Press conference

the new cases, 20 were expatri-

NEW YORK: Global coronavirus infections
surpassed 2.5 million yesterday, with US
cases surpassing 800,000,

The figure includes more than 170,000 deaths.
two-thirds of which have been reported in
Europe

It took around 75 days for the first 500,000
cases to be reported, and just six days for the
most recent half million to be registered.

The first 41 cases were confirmed on January
10, just over three months ago, and new cases
have accelerated to over 70,000 a day in April.

It compares to 3m to 5m cases of severe illness
caused annually by seasonal influenza, according
1o World Health Organisation estimates.

Meanwhile, clinical trials of a coronavirus
vaccine will begin on people from tomorrow, UK
Health Secretary Matt Hancock said

The Covid-19 vaccine is being developed by

“All active cases are stable,

scientists at the University of Oxford, who have
said it has an 80 per cent chance of success.
Hancock told the government’s daily brief-
ing that the Oxford trial and another at Imperial
College London would cach get at least another

£20m of public money.

The Jenner Institute team at Oxford is starting
production before the trial is complete and wants
about a million doses ready to be sent out by Sep-

tember.

@ US President Donald Trump last night said
his executive order Stﬂppﬂ’lg new permanem res-
idency to the US “is being written™ and is ex-
pected to be completed by White House lawyers

today.
It will contain “certain exemptions™
without specifying what they will be.

He pledged for it to be a “strong order™.

family gatherings,” she said

Global cases hit

he said,
t’s some-
thing we have to have in this country,” he said.

underlying health conditions.

2.59m

M Queen Elizabeth
is congratulated

MANAMA: His Majesty

King Hamad sent a cable of
congratulations to Queen
Elizabeth on her birthday,
wishing her good health and
happiness. His Royal Highness
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa and
His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander and First Deputy
Premier. also congratulated
Queen Elizabeth.

I Ramadan greetings

MANAMA: His Majesty held a
phone call with Custodian of
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Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.
The two leaders exchanged
greetings on the advent of
Ramadan, wishing the two
brotherly peoples and countries,
the Arab and Islamic nations
further progress and prosperity.
His Majesty also held telephone
calls with Kuwaiti Amir Shaikh
Sahah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al
Sabah, UAE Vice President,
Prime Minister and Dubai Ruler
Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum and Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces Shaikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. He exchanged with
them good wishes on the

advent of Ramadan. The Prime
Minister held a telephone call
with the Kuwaiti Amir and
exchanged Ramadan wishes.
He also exchanged greetings
with Kuwaiti Crown Prince
Shaikh Nawaf Al Ahmed Al
Jaber Al Sabah.

M Premier thanked

MANAMA: The Prime Minister
received a cable of thanks

from Bahrain Chamber o
Commerce and Industry first
deputy chairman Khalid Najibi,
on meeting him at his majlis
on Sunday. Mr Najibi thanked
the Premuer for his supportive
stances towards BCCL.

I Safety vow

MANAMA: Foreign Minister

Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid

Al Zayani held a phone

call with his Bangladeshi

counterpart Dr A K Abdul

Momen and discussed their

countries’ efforts to combat the

coronavirus. He underlined

Bahrain’s commitment to

lhe health nnd safety of
ladesh’s expat ¢ ity.

M Meeting held

MANAMA: The Mohammed Bin
Mubarak Al Khalifa Academy
for Diplomatic Studies yesterday
hosted a video conference with
Bahrain's Ambassador to the UK
Shaikh Fawaz bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa, entitled *Dialogue with
Ambassador’. It was part of the
Junior Diplomat Programme.

600 Bahrainis
flown home
every week

ALMOST 600 Bahrainis are being
brought home every week as part
of the International Covid-19
Repatriation Programme (ICRP),
said Health Minister Faega Al Saleh.

“Around 500 to 600 people are
brought back in a week with the
support of Gulf Air,” she said.

“We expect the last batch to fly in
on May 27.

“One flight came in yesterday
(April 20) and one is expected tomor-
row (April 22),” she added.

The GDN reported earlier that
these people were among the 1,630
citizens stranded in Iran since the
outbreak of Covid-19.

The government last month had
announced a detailed two-month
evacuation plan to bring back 3,027
Bahrainis stranded around the
world due to the pandemic.

Ten out of the 18 flights designated
to bring back 1,630 Bahrainis in Iran
have arrived, while the remaining
are scheduled until May 28, while
direct flight arrangements for the
others have been made with Gulf Air

nding on available destinations
and accessibility.

The government also revealed that
3,027 out of the 43,699 Bahrainis
currently living, working, studying
and stranded abroad have expressed
their desire to return to Bahrain
and have registered with the govern-
ment’s ICRP.

last night, in the pres-
ence of other govern-
ment officials.

“This is a precau-
tionary measure aimed
at protecting the com-
munity and the expat
workers.

“Those relocated are
not infected and peo-
ple should not hesi-
tate to engage them
at work.”

Those being relo-
cated have their body
temperatures  checked
along with other medi-
cal parameters.

He also thanked
Bahrainis for donating
their properties to be
used as shelters.

The GDN reported on
Monday that a tempo-
rary shelter for migrant
workers was set up in
Adhari Park.

Also  present at
the conference was
National Taskforce for
Combating Coronavirus
(Covid-19) Monitoring
Committee head
Licutenant Colonel Dr
Manaf Al Qahtani who
said expats were not
infected in large num-
bers due to their work
or social status but
because of their living
conditions.

Meanwhile, concemns
about the lack of ade-
quate facilities at the
Sitra field camp was
dismissed by Health
Minister Faeqa Al
Saleh.

Second batch of
plasma therapy
donors ready

BAHRAIN has received the
second batch of donors for plas-
ma therapy 1o treat Covid-19

patients.

National Taskforce for
Combating Coronavirus
(Covid-19) Monitoring

Committec head Licutenant
Colonel Dr Manaf Al Qahtani
thanked the donors and said
the process has so far been
“effective™.

He said there was optimism
over the process that involves
taking antibody-rich plasma
from recovered coronavirus
patients and injecting it into
people who have severe cases
of the discase.

He also explained that rea-
sons for relapse were being
studied.

“The virus is novel and
the reasons for a person get-

ting infected could be many
and medical discussions are
ongoing.

“We have some cases (relaps-
es) and there could be two rea-
sons — one, this could be a
different strain as those coming
from the US, China and Europe.

“We are doing genetic analy-
sis and will soon identify which
strain we have in Bahrain.

“The second reason could be
that the human body did not
create the antibody to protect
itself from the virus.

“We are learning from
this virus which is like a
university.”

Bahrain will also hold its first
medical discussion on an elec-
tronic platform on Covid-19 on
Saturday with the participation
of experts from the internation-
al community.
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New call to restrict
Ramadan activities

By RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN

A CALL has gone out to
people in Bahrain to curtail
their Ramadan activities,
especially during Iftar and
family gatherings, to help
contain the spread of the
coronavirus (Covid-19).

In addition, authorities an-
nounced that all non-essential
shops will be closed from 7pm
tomorrow until 7pm on May 7

During the holy month, ex-
pected to begin on Friday, no
majlises, ghabgas, Iftars or
gaoun will be permitied. while
distribution of Iftar packets on
roads and setting up of dona-
tion kiosks in public places will
be banned.

“We urge the public to sup-
port the efforts of the Health
Ministry and all entities work-
ing to combat Covid-19 during
the holy month,” said Health
Minister Faega Al Saleh.
“This will havea great i

month as mch individual 1s re-
sponsible to mitigate this virus
by following the instructions
issued by the authorities.

“Among the precautionary
measures are to limit Ifiar gath-
erings to close family members
and not to engage in regular Ra-
madan gatherings.”

Behaviour

She was speaking at a virtu-
al Press conference last night
in the presence of Covid-19
Control and Monitoring Com-
mittee head Lieutenant Colonel
Dr Manaf Al Qahtani, Industry,
Commerce and Tourism M
ister Zayed Alzayani, Interi-
or Ministry’s Public Security
chief Licufenant General lnrlq
Al Hassan and Covid-19 Task
Force member Dr Jameela
Salman.

Ms Al Saleh also urged peo-
ple to pay zakat (religious tax)
online.

Dr Al Qahtani said it was
imperative to change the social
behaviour of people during Ra-
madan.

He said this year’s slogan for
the holy month was: “Ramadan
for the family™

“As we enter the ninth week
in combating the virus with de-
termination 1o tum challenges
into opportunities, we need to
change certain social behaviour
during this Ramadan,” he said.

Meanwhile, Mr

headed by His Royal Highne

and First Deputy Premier.

Mr Alzayani said the pattern of clo-
sure will remain the same as the previ-

ous measures taken last month.
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B At the Press conference are, from left, Dr Al Qahtani, Lt Gen Al Hassan, Ms Al Saleh, Mr Alzayani and Dr Salman

Alzayam said the
closure of shops was based on deci-
sions taken by the steering committee
Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander

‘? The decisions of the Government Executive Committee chaired by HRH the Crown )
Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister

In order to safeguard the health and safety of all citizens and residents during

holy month of Ramadan, and based on the recommendations made by the Natlonal'- s

Medical Taskforce to Combat COVID-19, the importance of following the
preventative measures below was reiterated:

[lfldr{bredkmg fast) will be limited to small family gatherings ]

Refraining from l Ghabghas | Ramdan Majlises I Public Iftar banquets

hosting or

attending: i Gerga'oun gatherings | Weda' gatherings

| To ensure: i The refrainment of the public distribution | Replacing Zakat Al-Fitr kiosks with electronic
of iftar packages platforms and applications for the collection
and distribution of Zakat Al-Fitr

In addition, the following measures were also taken:
Hypermarkets, supermarkets, cold stores, butchers, stores that sell vegetables, fish or
meat | All forms of Bakeries | All petrol/gas stations | Hospitals, clinics, pharmacies, and opticians | Banks and
whose
activities do not involve direct interaction with customers | Enterprises that export, import or distribute goods |

money exchange agencies | Factories and facturing enterprises | A ive offices of

Automotive workshops and garages, and shops that sell spare parts | The construction and maintenance sector.

Effective from 19h00 on 23 April 2020 until 07 May 2020, the following decisions
[ will continue to be implemented:]

To remain closed: Movie theatres, commercial sports gymnasiums, fitness studios, swimming pools, and centres for
recreational activities, Salons, Shisha cafes, and services offered by these cafes, are limited to takeout and delivery of
food cnly.

| Restaurants, tourist facilities and locations serving food are to remain limited to external orders and delivery services,
I All non-essential medical services provided by private health clinics are to remain suspended.
I The first hour of grocery store openings remains dedicated to the elderly and pregnant women;

I Public gatherings are to remain limited to 5 individuals or fewer. Individuals are encouraged to stay at home as much as
possible, and only leave home when necessary.

I Face masks are to be worn by all citizens and residents when in public.

I Commercial and industrial enterprises providing goods or services directly to customers are to be limited to online sales
and deliveries,

ITeIecu'n service centres will provide customer services under necessary circumstances, while abiding by social
distancing measures.

Wishing citizens and residents safety and health
during the holy month, and a Ramadan Mubarak!

“The main objective of opening
the shops was to stock up for the holy
month and beyond in co-operation
with the private sector,” he said.

“We have already received part of
the stocks and we 11 have the rest in
the coming day

Hypermarkets, cold stores, bakeries,
pharmacies and banks are exempied
from the closure while restaurants will

continue 1o provide delivery and take-
away services.

“Outlets supporting the financial
sector, factories and the firms which
don’t have direct contact with the
tomers including working in retai
garages, automobile repair shops and
tclccommunn. ation centres will be
open,” said Mr Alz

“Cinemas,

activities,

sports fitness centres,

gyms, swimming pools, recreational
sheesha cafes and restau-
rants (limited to tak
livery) and all
cal services provided by the privale
healthcare sector will remain closed.”

He said the first hour at the markets
will be dedicated to the elderly and  cus
ani. pregnant women. ing.”
Mr Alzayani also reiterated the ban

Online shoppin
portal on the wa

A NEW online portal will soon be
launched to allow people in Bah-
rain to purchase a wide range of
products.

Industry, Commerce and Tour-
ism Minister Zayed Alzayani said
last night that more than 100 com-
panies have joined the website
(mall.bh) which is in a pilot phase.

“We have completed the pilot
stage and will launch this portal
that will allow customers to pur-
chase products,” her said.

“The website, mall.bh, was de-
veloped at the ministry and will
serve companies and customers.

“More than 100 companies
have already joined and we
welcome others, including the
small and medium enterprises

to promote their services free of
charge.”

The minister said companies
can register by contacting the
ministry directly on 17574972 or
email mall@moic.gov.bh

He said the website will contin-
ue to function even after the pan-
demic subsides, to promote the
national economy.

The minister added that inten-
sified inspections will continue
throughout Ramadan to ensure
prices are stable.

“All citizens are invited to pla\
an active role and report an
olation directly to the ministry

He was speaking at a virtual
Press conference in the presence
of senior government officials.

Bahrain ‘poised for
surge in virus cases’

BAHRAIN is poised to wit-
ness a surge in active Covid-19
cases in the coming days as
mass testing continues. said a
top health official.

National Taskforce for Com-
bating Coronavirus (Covid-19)
Monitoring Committee head
Lieutenant Colonel Dr Manaf
Al Qahtani, however, said this
was an indication that Bahrain
was stepping up its screening
process

He was speaking at a virtual
Press conference last night in
the presence of senior govern-
ment officials.

“If you do more tests, you
will have more cases,” ex-
plained Lt Col Dr Al Qahtani.

away and de-

non-essential medi-

“However, this does not
mean things are alright and we
can relax.

“We have received warnings
from the World Health Organ-
isation that society should not
take things easy.

“We have extended the ran-
dom testing process to include
citizens and expatriates.

“We have also identified the
most populated areas and are
conducting tests there to identi-
fy the active cases and combat
them as soon as possible.”™

Meanwhile, Covid-19 Task
Force member Dr Jameela
Salman revealed all the af-
fected children were safe and
recovering.

on public gathering of more than five
people and urged people not to leave
home unless ne i
sising on wearing face masks in public
places.
All
businesses providing goods directly to
omers must resort to online sell-
he added.

rv, while empha-

commercial and industrial

rafi@gdn.com. bh
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Bahrain winning
war on Govid-19

BAHRAIN has helped
contain Covid-19 by using
digital health solutions and
implementing a “robust
medical response”, accord-
ing to a new report.

Global research and consul-
tancy firm Oxford Business
Group (OBG). in its latest re-
port yesterday, has praised the
various healthcare measures
taken by Bahrain to deal with
the pandemic, despite having
the third-highest rate of popula-
tion density in the world.

“Stringent  screening and
testing procedures have been
implemented since the first lo-

By SANDEEP SINGH GREWAL

cal case was reported on Febru-
ary 21, which was followed by
the closure of all educational
institutions four days later and
all non-essential businesses on
March 26.” said the report.

It added that a large proportion
of early Covid-19 cases were cil-
izens returning home from reli-
gious pilgrimages in Iran.

“Health officials set up a so-
called war room in late Febru-
ary to limit community trans-
mussion of the virus.”

The process included screen-
ing and testing of people enter-
ing the country from abroad,

as well as the triaging of indi-
viduals or groups suspected of
coming in close contact with
the virus.

“To assist those considered
to have a high risk of exposure
to Covid-19, health authori-
ties set up specialised camps
to treat people arriving from
countries with significant num-
bers of confirmed cases.

“This approach has also been
complemented by extensive
testing of the general popula-
tion.”

The  report mentioned
e-health solutions designed
to track the cases such as the
BeAware Bahrain app launched

GDN//e

Bahrain’s Social Media Platform

for the latest updates
about COVID-19

As a community initiative during these extraordinary circumstances
Covid-19 articles are also being shared from gdnonline.com to our
social media platform www.gdnlife.com

last month by the Information
and eGovernment Authority
(IGA).

“The app features real-time
local and international statis-
tics and updates, as well as a
number of health services and
instructions from relevant au-
thorities.”

The country is recognised
for stepping up digital health
solution as the app uses loca-
tion data to alert users if they
approach a carrier of Covid-19,
or an area that people with con-
firmed cases have visited.

“The app has seen strong
uptake and registration: On
April 17, the iGA reported that
BeAware Bahrain had been
downloaded 294,516 times.

Bracelets

“In another initiative, on
April 4 the government an-
nounced that people under
quarantine would be required
to wear electronic bracelets to
ensure compliance with virus
control methods.™

Using GPS (global position-
ing system) technology and re-
al-time tracking, the bracelets
inform health officials when
those in quarantine — either at
home or in specialised health
centres — stray more than 15
metres from their designated
isolation area.

*The implementation of such
tracking methods has been

Contact Tracing @

Suspected

eServices

» Bahrain

B The BeAware Bahrain app has started sending contact
tracing notifications to users

key to containing the virus in
Bahrain, a country with the
third-highest rate of population
density in the world,” said the
report.

It added that since the pan-
demic outbreak many transport
and logistics routes globally
were shut down, posing a chal-
lenge for Bahrain to bring back
its nationals.

“Due to border closures and
political sensitivities, in some

cases, the Bahraini government
organised special flights, such
as charter connections from
Mashhad in Iran to Manama.”
In its previous assessment,
on April 6, the OBG highlight-
ed the implementation of social
distancing measures in Bahrain
that resulted in a widespread
uptake of e-learning solutions,
in order to minimise disruption
to educational programmes.
sandvi@gdn.com.bh

B Women making
the masks

-~

100,000 masks in a month

THOUSANDS of face masks will be made by
Bahraini productive families to be distribut-
ed free to citizens and residents as part of ef-
forts to combat the spread of the Coronavirus

Disease (Covid-19).

Under the initiative launched by the Labour
and Social Development Ministry, about 200
productive families will make 100,000 face

masks within a month.

The plan is to make 50 masks a day reach-
ing 250 masks a week, either at the families’
homes or in social centres while taking into

account precautionary measures and social

distancing.

The materials for the masks will be pro
ed by the ministry.

id-
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